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                                                                                                                                             Assessorato Agricoltura

PRESS RELEASE  

FOR SUBMISSION OF OFFICIAL 

MARK "UNIONE AGRICOLA GENOVESE - GENOVA PRA":  

and tasting pesto paired with locally harvested fish  

Sunday, April 19, 2009, from 1 pm to 2 pm 

SLOW FISH Padiglione B Nuovo - Piano terra Stand Liguria  
 

Sunday, April 19, during SLOW FISH, the Province of Genoa will host the official presentation of the Mark of the “Unione Agricola Genovese” farmers cooperative based in Genoa Pra, under the slogan "Take Genoa on the table!" to promote local genoise crop. 

The geographical collective mark was estabilished to distiguish the primary agricultural products that originate in the west genoese farms, focus of agricultural production in our province and the heart of the fine crop of basil. The purpose of trademark is to enable local consumers to easily recognize these vegetables, grown according to tradition and in harmony with the seasons in the fields and in greenhouses typical of our territory. The promotion of these products also supports the protection of hills and a sustainable consumption by genoise citizens of fresh and genuine products.

In the specific case of the Basil crop, the Protected Designation of Origin "Basilico Genovese" was established so to allow all the farms of the coastal area of Liguria to join the mark. The mark of "Unione Agricola Genovese" is an element of territoriality of the producer connected to a specific agricultural cooperative that operates in an area within the PDO, so the two can complement and not compete, because of different nature: one is an attribute of farm while the PDO guarantees the product, the use of one or both brands is therefore a choice of the farmer. 

The Farmers Cooperative Unione Agricola Genovese,founded in 1919, joins 86 farms from Genoa Pra to Mele, a suburban area where remains a significant agricultural vocation in the production of vegetables used in traditional genoese cuisine, among them stands out the famous basil, as more delicate and fragrant due to microclimate and traditional cultivation.

The need to enable the consumer (especially Genoese) to recognize the local crops suggested the proposal of the mark "Unione Agricola Genovese - Genova Pra", which covers all the vegetables grown by members who meet the requirements of traditional growing and freshness.

A collective mark does not denotes the crop of a single farmer but guarantees the geographical origin, quality and nature of a product, which is the primary interest for the consumer. 
 

Why a mark of the Agricultural Cooperative "Unione  Agricola Genovese"?

to make recognizable the local agricultural product, sought by the consumer

to support the short chain of agricultural products in the Western genoise area

to ensure the origin and freshness of the vegetables coming from Ponente of Genoa

to facilitate the aggregation of little farmers in the Ponente, enabling them to propose their crop as niche producs 

The use of the mark is covered in the Usage policy filed with the Chamber of Commerce of Genoa, while the production should follow the statements contained in the Production rules of "Unione Agricola Genovese". Growers can use the mark only after having received the appropriate license issued by the board of the cooperative.

Where to look for the mark? 

On basil: in packaging, ie paper which wraps the bouquet or in nylon bags containing them

On other vegetables: the shops that sell crops of the "Unione Agricola Genovese" and restaurants that use them will exhibit the appropriate  notice with the mark, also in the boxes containing the agricultural products will be the mark and the name of the farm.

Points of sale of vegetables are retailers and delicatessens working with local agricultural products, along with some of the large distribution chains in Liguria. 
 

The Basil Park project, promoted by the Province of Genoa, provides for cooperation between public and private entities for the protection of the area and local production: the Mark of the "Unione Agricola Genovese" is an important result of this proposed development.

The schedule of  of April 19 presentation is: opening by Marina Dondero, Vice President and Councillor for Agriculture of the Province of Genoa, followed by Elisa Traverso of Charta srl, technical manager of the Basil Park, who will describe the collaboration between Park and Unione Agricola Genovese over time. Francesco Ratto, president of the Unione Agricola Genovese present the cooperative and its history. Then one of the youngest and active farmers in the cooperative, Sergio Casotti, illustrates the various steps for the birth of the new mark.

At the end of presentation mr. Gianni Bruzzone, the chef of "Osteria Baccicin du caru" of Mele, who has retained close relations with farmers of Unione Agricola Genovese for a long time, will perform a demonstration of the traditional preparation of pesto in a mortar and then offer a tasting of the products of the cooperative, expecially the pesto combined with local seafood and early fava beans
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